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1. Introduction  
The Field is 2.5 ha of land on the eastern slopes of 
Arthur’s Seat, immediately north of Duddingston Village.  
Leased from the Council by a group of local residents 
(“The Field Group”) since October 2011, it is slowly 
being returned from closely-grazed grass to a mixture of 
semi-natural habitats plus orchards.  This report covers 
the third year of our management, (1st Jan to 31st Dec 
2014) plus the following 3 months (1st Jan 2015 to 31st 
March 2015).  This unusual time period brings our annual 
report dates into line with the tax year.
Section 2 gives a summary of activities, while Appendixes 
1 and 2 give more details. Appendix 3 sets out our 
financial report for the year.

2. Activities during the year  
2.1 Plans and Consultation  
The group was formalised as a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), following approval of 
this course of action at the AGM in January 2013.  
Approval was granted in November 2014.
The committee met regularly to plan work, fundraising 
and admin tasks.  Work days continued on a more-or-less 
monthly basis (with frequent informal work days between 
these and occasional cancellations due to the weather) 
and were attended by regular and new volunteer 
workers.

2.2 Physical activities  
Events  
There has been one open day and one visit by a local 
community gardens network plus 18 formal or informal 
work days– see Appendix 1 for details 

Orchard  
There are now 102 apple trees in the orchard, 8 pears 
and 10 plums. The collection continues to grow, the first 
trees having been planted in February 2012.  Our project 
of trying to have an example of all the apples thought to 
have been raised in Scotland continues.  We now have 35 
such apples, 2 of them having been introduced to the 
market by Bankfoot nursery in Perthshire this year, so  we 
have to keep up with developments. There are something 
less than 50 varieties of Scottish origin in all.  One or two 
can be obtained from the National Fruit Collection and 
grafted this coming year. More are now available 
commercially, since the increase in interest about Scottish 
community and school orchards has caused some 
response from nurseries. Some old varieties that were 
well known in the nineteenth century it may not now be 
possible to identify or obtain. Identification is becoming 
more scientific with the development of DNA analysis. 
We will probably have gone as far as we can go in 
collecting old Scottish varieties in the next 2 years.
 An apple tasting day was held in September.  19 different 
varieties were available for tasting, some only represented 
by one apple!  In years to come that could become a 
regular fixture, and combine with a juicing day (when we 
produce enough apples)
We will continue to graft a few apples from the orchard 
each year.  They will be useful for any outreach work we 
do with school and community orchards. Our first effort 
in that direction was to plant 9 trees at a primary school 
in Glasgow in January.  There is plenty of scope for more 
local effort in a similar vein.
The orchard does not look after itself and needs bursts of 
attention at different times of the year, but a number of 
different people have enjoyed pruning and budding 
weeding and mowing. We have had poor success at 
grafting this year, but it is worth persevering.  

Woodland  
A further approx 1000 native woodland trees and shrubs 
were planted during the early and late months of the year.  
These included over 100 willow cuttings plus 100 trees 
from our own nursery and 800 trees and shrubs from the 
Woodland Trust Scotland.  As part of this, some of the 
WTS shrubs were planted to reinforce the hedges along 
the east and south side of the field.  All of the trees were 
protected with spiral guards.   The mixed weather 
conditions during the summer helped ensure a high 
survival and good growth of trees, some of which are 
now over 2m tall. We have been controlling Giant 
Hogweed,  a non-native invasive plant, in the woodland, by 
hoeing it whenever it is seen.  This has been successful in 
reducing the number and size of plants, although we know 
that it cannot be entirely eliminated until nearby seed 
sources are removed.
The woodland tree nursery has expanded further with 
more native woodland trees from local gardens and trees 
grown from seed collected locally last year (especially 
oaks), so that there are now over 300 trees ready to be 
planted out this winter. More native tree seed has been 
collected for propagation and growing in the nursery.

Paths  
The network of paths has been maintained by regular 
mowing and the duckboard over a boggy patch was 
completed.  A drain was dug and drainage pipe laid under 
a boggy section of the eastern path.  A new section of 
path (linking the western to central paths) was created by 
mowing.  A member provided the use of a garden tractor 
mower (and his time) to keep the paths regularly mown.

Meadow  
The scythe mower has proved its worth in enabling 
regular mowing of meadow area.  The southern section 
was mown in May and the entire area in September.  The 
north section was not mown in spring to allow the newly 
planted wildflowers to get established.  Following 
discussions with Prof Stone of Edinburgh University, we 
hope to refine the mowing regimes for different parts of 
the meadow and put vegetation monitoring systems in 
place next year.  Cut grass was removed from the 
meadow (to reduce fertility) and used to create one 
compost pile below the orchard.  This was done because 
of two fires which were set by children in grass piles 
further up the field early in the year.

We have also been largely successful in controlling 
ragweed in the meadow.  This is a native plant common 
on grazing land which can be poisonous to livestock.  We 
were asked by the neighbouring horse owners to control 
it and have eliminated it from the meadow area by hand 
pulling whenever a plant is seen.  Some plants have been 
left in the woodland area because they are important for 
invertebrate conservation.
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2.4 Community Involvement and outreach  

The Field Group has an established website and 
Facebook page as well as an extensive emailing 
list to publicise activities and provide information 
about and a point of contact with the group.  This 
year Eventbrite has been added as a resource to 
promote workdays. Events are advertised on the 
community land noticeboard and in the local 
Paddock newsletter, and also, where appropriate, 
through Twitter. 
The Group continues to meet with local health 
and older people’s groups to show them the Field 
and to encourage them to bring their clients to 
use the field for graded exercise, relaxation and 
leisure or to use it as a venue for volunteering. 
The Measured Walk has proved popular with 
visitors of all ages. The field is visited and used as 
an outdoor play and learning space by several 
groups including Highland Fling Nursery, Historic 
Scotland Ranger led Educational Walks and 
special interest groups e.g. growing groups. There 

were 3 Ruff Rambles – dog walks led by a 
member of the Field Group to introduce local 
dog owners and those living further away to the 
Field and its path up into Meadowfield and 
Holyrood Park. The Field Group is represented 
on the Duddingston Joint Networking Group 
which includes Duddingston Kirk, Dr Neils 
Garden and the Duddingston Conservation 
Society 

2.5 Fundraising  
A grant from Edinburgh and Lothians Greenspace 
Trust, was used to pay for catering equipment 

(wood-stoves, kettles, eating utensils and cups) 
for refreshments for volunteers.  This has made 
work days more pleasant and sociable.  The 
Golden Apple fruit tree sponsorship scheme, 
raised further funds this year for unavoidable 
recurrent costs, such as rent and insurance.  A 
welcome donation was made by the Standard Life 
Volunteer Team,  matched by Standard Life, after 
their work day and placement of a plaque 
remembering a former colleague.  We were again 
successful in applying for two free tree packs 
from The Woodland Trust.

2.6 Advice, Admin, gathering information  
Prof Stone from Edinburgh University visited the site and 
provided useful advice on meadow restoration.

Local residents provided training and advice on fruit tree 
planting, grafting and care plus willow and forest tree 
planting and propagation.

Visits 
Open Day  
(jointly with Duddingston Community Garden) 
3 Aug 2014
50-60 people visited The Field, some being shown round on 
guided walks.  Tea and cakes were provided on the tennis 
court in the Community Garden.

Visit of Japanese Delegation - 9th Sept 2014
A delegation from the Japanese Association for Charitable 
Organisations, including academics, legal advisers and an 
NGO manager, visited the Field and the Community 
Garden and had extensive discussions with the 
management teams of both.  The delegation’s aim was to 
gather information for the redrafting of Japan’s charity law, 
and we were one of several NGOs in Scotland visited by 
them.  During the visit to the field, the delegation planted 
two oak trees, and  a plaque was placed to mark the 
location.

East Neighbourhood Community Garden Visit 25th Feb 
2015
A visit by 6 community garden and other projects to see 
the Field and Community Garden. Groups mainly from 
Craigmillar, plus council and 3 Field Group members. We 
provided lunch and tea outside. 



Appendix 1 EVENTS  
Tree Planting Day Sat 11th Jan 2014
11 participants - Planted apple trees and woodland trees
 
Grafting Day Sat 15th Feb 2014
8 participants - Apple trees grafted (1 new person trained), 
woodland trees planted, planted 200 willow cuttings
 
Tree Planting Day Sat 8th March 2014
7 participants - Planted up gaps in hedgerow on E side; 
cleared undergrowth on s side above Hawthorn Brae and 
planted hawthorn hedge.  Lunch provided by organisers.
 
Work Day Sat 12th April 2014
7 participants - Completed extension of duckboard and 
dipping platform.
 
Work Day Sat 10th May 2014
6 participants - protected fruit tree nursery with chicken wire 
(to prevent dogs breaking grafts). Dug trench, installed 
drainage pipe and covered with turf to make drain beneath E 
path to dry out wet patch.
 
Work Day Sat 14th June 2014
6 participants - tidied tree nursery, cleared undergrowth 
around tank
 
Work Day Sat 12th July 2014
7 participants - Completed extension of duckboard and 
dipping platform.  Dug several scrape ponds
 
Work Day Sat 13th Sept 2014
14 Participants - Raked cut grass in meadow into piles and 
carried/dragged full bags to haystack. Trained 4 people to use 
the strimmer. Took raffia bandages off apple grafts done at the 
beginning of August.  Weeding round several apple trees.  
Apples picked, labelled and stored ready for 27 September 
apple day
 
Standard Life Volunteer Group Work Day  
Wed 24th Sept 2014

17 participants - Raked and removed cut grass from meadow. 
Cleared brambles around rock to create arbour.  Mowed 
around rock bench to create glade with scythe mower.  
Attached memorial plate to rock. Planted remaining meadow 
flowers in glade. Demonstrated making apple juice and all 
tried some.

Apple Day 27th Sept 2014
14 participants - Tasting of different apples.  Juicing and 
drinking of juice.  New people were shown round the orchard 
and nursery.
 
Tree planting day Sat 11th October 2014
5 participants - planted trees in woodland area
 
Tree planting day Sat 15th Nov 2014
18 participants - Planted hawthorns in gaps in hedge and 
hedgerow and extended hedgerow.  Planted trees in 
woodland area. Started fixing inscription to top bench.  Lunch 
of soup and rolls laid on by organisers.
 
Tree-planting Day Sat 13th Dec 2014
8 participants - Planted trees in woodland area.  Lunch of 
soup and rolls provided by a volunteer.

  

Fruit tree planting day 27th Dec 2014
3 participants - planted apple trees in orchard.

Tree planting day 10th Jan 2015
4 participants - planted trees in hedge and woodland

Fruit tree and other work day: Sat 14th Feb 2015
11 participants -  Planted plum and pear trees; pruned apple 
trees; pollarded and planted willows; planted 100 trees from 
tree nursery.

Fruit tree planting in Glasgow 27th Feb 2015
Two people from The Field Group planted 9 apple trees in the 
grounds of Antonine School with 10 pupils in the Eco-schools 
group plus 2 teachers.

Tree planting day Sat 14th Mar 2015
10 participants -  weeded and repotted trees in tree nursery, 
planted c.150 trees in woodland
 
In addition to these events, work continued at times 
convenient for volunteers, including:
Mowing paths – 1 person x 6 days May - Sep
Mowing meadow – 2 people x 2 days; 1 person x 5 days
Raking and piling mowed grass – 3 people x 4 days
Orchard weeding, mowing, general maintenance – 
2 people x 4 days
Orchard nursery maintenance and extension – 
2 people x 5 days
Woodland nursery maintenance, extension and seed 
collection – 1 person x 5 days
Woodland tree planting and weeding – 2 people x 5 days
Water tank renovation and prep for water supply – 2 people 
x 4 days



The Field Group Committee members 
Jimmy Corcoran Richard Inglis  
Peter McIsaac Nick Marshall  

Hilary Matthews Christine Murdoch   
Freda O’Byrne Sander Van Der Jagt

Income and Expenditure 1 Jan - 31 Mar 2015 Amount

Expenditure

Rent, Insurance, etc 507.11

Tree Purchases 0

Equipment 88.34

Materials 0

Woodland maintenance 0

Grass maintenance 0

Sundries 50

Total Expenditure 645.45

Income

Grants 300

Donations 330

Golden Apple 325

Total Income 955

Balance for year 309.55

Balance at start of year 1618.43

Balance at end of year 1927.98

Appendix 2 DONATIONS OF 

MATERIALS 

AND FUNDS RAISED  

Funding 
Golden Apple Scheme (sponsorship 
of apple trees)
Donation by Standard Life 
Volunteer Group
Donations by individuals

Materials 
Woodland Trust 2 Free Tree Packs 
(800 woodland trees) 

The Field Group (Duddingston) is a charity registered in Scotland No SC045240

Visit The Field  
diagonally opposite the Sheep Heid  to the 

right The Causeway  EH15 3PZ 

Contact The Field Group 
Web: www.fieldgroup.org.uk  

Email: fieldgroupduddingston@gmail.com

Please ‘like us’ on Facebook: 
www.facebook.comFieldGroupDuddingston

Appendix 3 FINANCIAL REPORT


